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GIRARD LAW FIRM WINs $23 MILLION VERDICT IN ELDER ABUSE CASE arne:
AGAINST DEVELOPER WHO FORCED SALE OF FAMILY HOME [Phone: Whether in our law offices, through the courts, at your home or nursing home, we provide seniars

and their families with quality legal support and a netwark of providers to fill their many needs

_Disabled Son Deeded Property Built By His Parents in 1948 to Unscrupulous Developer. [Email through Medi-Cal planning, asset protection, estate planning, litigation involving elder issues,
[Type your message here: (Note: conservatarships, special needs planning and elder abuse.
_ | : : o Messages sent using this form are|

K Los Angeles, CA — The Los Angeles-based firm of Joseph C. Girard, which specializes ot considered private. Avoid Since 1978, we have helped aver 4,000 peaple save their hames and assets from lass du to the

. . L " sending highly confidential or overwhelming expense of hospital and nursing home care. We plan their estates in such a way that

in elder abuse legal matters, announced teday that it has won a $23 million jury verdict privats nformation ia email) their beneficiaries receive family assets econamicaly. And we help thase wha have maney or services
d . . . " due to them claim and receive what s truly and rightfully theirs

against a developer who maliciously entered into an agreement to renovate a family

How do we do it? Our approach is two-fold. First and foremost, we wark hand-in-hand with our clients

in order to fully understand their personal situation, desires and expectations so that we can provide

them with the proper strategy to meet their financial and legal needs. Secondly, our legal team and

support network puts this strategy into play. We are proud of the good-hearted, honest, caring

professionals that work with us for your benefit. You are, after all, the person we seek to serve .

home and then manipulated the owner into deeding him the property to raise funds for

work that was never completed.
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For Immediate Release
May 7, 2014
Law Offices of Joseph C. Girard Wins $23 Million Verdict in Elder Abuse  Case And Fraud Against Contractor and Attorney Who Forced Sale of Family Home
--Disabled son deeded property built by his parents in 1948 to unscrupulous contractor--

LOS ANGELES, CA – The Los Angeles-based  Law Offices of Joseph C. Girard and LA Elder Law, specializing in elder abuse legal matters, obtained a $23 million jury verdict on behalf of their clients Jeanne Haworth and Kathleen McGinty against a contractor who maliciously entered into an agreement to renovate a family home. He and his attorney manipulated the owner into deeding the property to raise funds for work that was never needed.

The jury found that the contractor, Noam Bouzaglou, acted with recklessness, oppression and malice toward the McGinty family, and awarded the trust $23 million in punitive damages for the contractor’s abusive conduct.  The Court also returned the family home back to the trust.  The jury also found that the attorney, Andrew Stern, acted in concert with the contractor, was professionally  negligent and engaged in fraudulent conduct.
“We are gratified the jury agreed that this was an egregious breach in the defendants’ fiduciary responsibility toward our client,” said Joseph C. Girard, principal at The Law Offices of Joseph C. Girard and LA Elder Law.  “The defendant took advantage of a depressed man and his disabled sister, and fraudulently obtained their home through undue influence.  We know his mother would be tremendously relieved that her legacy was returned to the right hands.”

BACKGROUND
Following the death of his mother in 2009, Timothy McGinty was told by the City of Santa Monica that he needed to fix some issues with his garage.  He embarked on a plan to renovate the family home, and entered into a construction agreement with Mr. Bouzaglou.  Mr. McGinty’s autistic older sister, Kathleen McGinty,  had lived in the house all of her life and was supported by her brother.

The contractor convinced Mr. McGinty, who was also disabled and unemployed, to procure a $400,000 loan against the property to pay for the remodeling costs, the proceeds of which were then placed in the trust account of attorney, Andrew Stern.  During the course of construction, Mr. McGinty was hospitalized for a mental condition; and when he returned home, he was told by Mr. Bouzaglou that more funds were needed for the remodel.  Mr. Bouzaglou offered to obtain financing for Mr. McGinty if he would quitclaim the property over to him.  The contract, drawn up by Attorney Stern, contained false, unsecured promises that Bouzaglou would pay him a portion of any profit upon sale of the property.  

While the property was in escrow to be sold, Mr. McGinty unexpectedly died and his cousin, Jeanne Haworth, became the successor trustee.  Ms. Haworth discovered that the deed to the family home named Mr. Bouzaglou as the record owner, and immediately recognized the questionable nature of the agreement.  She enlisted the help of Mr. Girard who had served as her aunt’s estate planning attorney, and he immediately stopped the sale by filing a lawsuit against  Bouzaglou for his disreputable conduct toward her cousins. 

“This case is a prime example of how important trust administration is after a death.  When Mr. McGinty died, he had not yet effectuated the special needs trust that his mother had established for his sister’s lifetime of care.  Thankfully, the jury and the judge recognized the contractor’s misdeeds and the attorney’s fraud and professional negligence made the right decision in returning the home to the McGinty family,” said Mr. Girard.
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LA Elder Law is an elder abuse law firm specializing in estate planning, probate, trust and probate litigation, conservatorships, Medi-Cal planning and special needs planning.
The Law Offices of Joseph C. Girard
4560 Admiralty Way, Suite 254
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292

310.823.3943
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PRESS RELEASE





Contact: Megan Braverman


	    310-405-7343


    megan@berbay.com









